[image: image1.jpg]



B.A.S.H. 

medieval encampments & entertainments
BASH is a community group based in Kent with a reputation 
for providing quality historical festivals and heritage events.
            As well as organising our own events, we can provide a fuss-free medieval festival 
by bringing our performance troupe and living history encampment to you.
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a festival at your venue
If you have an historic venue, open-air museum, stately home or castle, and have a green space that is accessible to the public, then we can create a festival to suit you.  
Our team of riggers will arrive in time to construct an encampment of colourful medieval tents to set the scene and give your event a real sense of theatre and spectacle.
living history encampment

Throughout the event our troupe members live and work in an atmospheric medieval encampment. Our period tents, dressed with heraldic banners and festive bunting, make a wonderful backdrop for events and give the public a flavour of the life of travelling entertainers. The encampment is home to our costumed performers who can be seen stilt-walking, juggling, playing instruments and practising their various arts during the day. Members of the public can relax in the shade of our medieval pavilion marquee.
Food for the troupe is prepared by members of the group on open fires in our portable medieval kitchen, which uses reproduction cookware. Visitors are welcome to watch food being prepared and talk to our cooks as they make a daily feast using traditional recipes and seasonal produce.

www.B-A-S-H.org.uk
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Attractions

Giants 

[image: image4.jpg]


John Drury is the impressive Sandwich Giant, based on the town’s legendary mayor of the 1450s. Standing over 15 feet high, he is a dramatic addition to any setting. Giant figures give a unique focus to events, and can be used to head a procession of troupe members around the site to draw crowds and entertain en route.  For a supplementary fee* Big John can be accompanied by his consort Elizabeth Short, a medieval lady, and their giant jester. 

Theatricals & Games
[image: image5.emf]The Theatre of the Small provides theatrical entertainments in the style of itinerant street performers, using mask, puppetry, storytelling, music and song. Their booth show ‘Fortune’s Fools’ uses handcrafted glove puppets and incorporates medieval tales and texts to create an imaginative reconstruction of early rough theatre. Interactive activities include a mock tournament joust using hobby horses, jig dolls, walkabout character marionettes and medieval games. 
Musicians
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Many of our troupe are musicians and members of Rough Musicke, a medieval street band. Playing traditional instruments including English short pipes and a variety of early woodwind, Rough Musicke’s sound combines early music traditions and raucous percussion, sure to get everyone dancing. 
Scribe
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Julia Baxter is a professional artist and calligrapher. In her scriptorium tent Julia demonstrates the traditional tools, materials and techniques of

manuscript illumination and the art of medieval lettering. Members of the public can request their name in letters as a memento of the event.

Fees & Provision
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Our standard fee of £1500 per day provides the following: 
· medieval encampment with period tents & site dressing

· ongoing cookery demonstrations and necessary materials

· performers and entertainments as detailed above
· giant for processional or static display*
· crew and rigging costs, including get-in and get-out

· overnight security in encampment
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 Prices are negotiable for extended events.
Travel costs are charged at 40p per mile for 5 vehicles.
Optional Extras  Available for a Supplementary Fee
*Accompanying giants (see above) can be hired for an additional £100 to cover transportation costs.
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Storyteller : Tony Cooper is a professional storyteller. From his storytelling tent Tony provides tales, sleight of hand and folly on demand. His repertoire of stories ranges from period bawdry to children’s fables and is equally suited to large audiences or intimate gatherings.                                                                               Fee subject to contract 
Weavers, Spinners and Dyers : The Orca Gatherers are a group who practice the traditional arts of weaving, spinning and dyeing wool. Their beautiful and colourful creations are made using natural dyes and techniques unchanged for centuries. Members of the group demonstrate hand and wheel spinning, weaving and braiding and are always happy to share their specialist knowledge with the public.
                                                                                                                                       Fee subject to contract
Bandstand: The portable bandstand is a useful additional item to give a separate point of focus for performances, speeches and other activities taking place during your event. Our team of riggers will erect the bandstand on the site of your choice prior to the event.

                                                                                                                  Bandstand: £150 basic hire charge
Anything missing?  

We have worked with numerous medieval entertainers, traders and combat demonstrators and can advise on sourcing these for your event.

What we need from you

· a grass area or field in a secure environment

· water supply and toilet facilities

· get-in access on the day before the event

Contacting us
To ensure that all of our members are available for your event, we recommend that you contact us as soon as possible to discuss potential booking dates. We can then discuss your requirements further and arrange a preliminary site visit if necessary.
Sonia Frost - secretary of BASH for bookings, publicity and contracts

01304 617335   soniaoverall@hotmail.com    47 Dover Road   Sandwich   Kent   ct13 0bx
Bob Martin - for information regarding giants & Rough Musicke

01304 617250     bob@bobmartin.wanadoo.co.uk     Nursery House   Deal Road   Sandwich   Kent   ct13 0bu
