CONTINUING TRADITIONS

a series of concerts featuring early and traditional music 

by contemporary artists
26th September – Horses Brawl

17th October – Joglaresa & Sally Pomme Clayton

14th November – Chris Wood
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Thanks to the generosity of Kent County Council’s 
Local Scheme Grant Fund, tickets for this concert series have been 
heavily subsidised to make them affordable to all.
St. Mary’s is used with the permission of The Churches Conservation Trust.
Please help us with future events 

by completing a feedback form. Thank you.

www.B-A-S-H.org.uk
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presents:

CHRIS WOOD
in concert
Saturday 14th November 2009

St Mary’s Church, Sandwich
fiddle, voice, guitar
part of the 

CONTINUING TRADITIONS
concert series

CHRIS WOOD will perform a selection of traditional and original songs and tunes, including tracks featured on his forthcoming album ‘Handmade Life’. 

There will be an INTERVAL of approximately 15 minutes during the evening’s performance.
About Chris Wood... 

Singer of the Year and Best Album  BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards 2009

Chris Wood is an uncompromising musician and songwriter whose work reveals his love for the unofficial history of the English speaking people. With gentle intelligence he weaves together contemporary parables and distinctive interpretations of traditional material, touching on the commonplace and making it extraordinary. 

The release of Chris’ first solo album The Lark Descending in 2005 caused the Irish Times to herald him as ‘the renaissance man of English folk’. The album included the award-winning song One In A Million. Chris has also been described by Mojo magazine as a ‘master craftsman of songs and stories’. 

Chris’ career has seen numerous collaborations, including a long-standing musical partnership with melodeon player Andy Cutting. He founded the English Acoustic Collective, a group of writers, composers and choreographers who share an interest in exploring our common cultural inheritance, and has created original work with writer and storyteller Hugh Lupton, including the performance piece and album Christmas Champions.

Early in 2006, Chris was one of the first artists to be invited to join Paul Weller, Billy Bragg, Martin and Eliza Carthy and Benjamin Zephaniah in Simon Emerson's project The Imagined Village. The ‘supergroup’ burst onto the music scene, combining English folk artists with leading world musicians including dhol player Johnny Kalsi, vocalist Sheila Chandra and sitar player Sheema Mukherjee of The Transglobal Underground.  The Imagined Village appeared on Later with Jools Holland and began touring the UK, including performances at The Glastonbury Festival, The Big Chill and Cambridge Folk Festival. Chris performed lead vocals on the group’s reinterpretation of the ballad ‘Cold Haily Windy Night’, which also won a BBC Folk Award, this time for Best Traditional Song 2008. Chris is now the main male vocalist in the ongoing project, taking over from Billy Bragg for the band’s second album, due in spring 2010. 
Like the Imagined Village project itself, Chris Wood’s appeal has now reached far beyond English folk music. He was invited to sing at WOMEX where he garnered much praise and found many new followers. Likewise, his spot at the WOMAD 2008 festival was testament to his widening appeal. He has had musical commissions from BBC Radio 3's Late Junction and Between The Ears, from The Sage Gateshead, and has completed work for Arts Council England. 
In March 2009, Chris was one of the artists chosen to collaborate and produce new material in celebration of the Darwin Song Project. Marking the 200th anniversary of Charles Darwin’s death, and the 150th anniversary of the publication of his groundbreaking On the Origin of Species, Chris spent a week in a farmhouse tucked away in a tranquil corner of Shropshire with seven other songwriters. The participating artists shared their work at the Shrewsbury Folk Festival in August, and material Chris recorded for the project has been aired on Radio 2. 

Chris’ much anticipated new studio album Handmade Life will be accompanied by a tour beginning this month. His tour band includes fellow Imagined Villagers Andy Gangadeen and Barney Morse Brown on drums and cello, along with Robert Jarvis on trombone. An anthology of Chris’ work, Albion, was released this summer.
As well as performing live and recording music, Chris continues writing, teaching and lecturing, and is visiting fellow at The University of Newcastle.
Chris’ recordings include:
Lisa (with Andy Cutting) RUF Records RUFCD02
Wood, Wilson, Carthy (with Roger Wood & Martin Carthy) RUFCD05

Crossing (with Jean-Francois Vrod) RUFCD06
Half as happy as we (Two Duos Quartet) RUFCD07

Ghosts (English Acoustic Collective) RUFCD09

The Lark Descending (solo) RUFCD10

The Imagined Village (various artists) Real World

Trespasser (solo) RUFCD11
Albion (solo, anthology) Navigator Records
